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Achieve with us.

 
HISTORY 
 
The Arc of Benton County, a non-profit corporation, was founded in 1958 by family members and concerned 
citizens to advocate for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities. It is a member-based corporation 
with a current membership of over 300 self advocates, family members, interested citizens, and professionals in 
the field. It is an affiliate of The Arc of Oregon and The Arc of the United States. It has a proud history of advocating 
for and providing services for persons with cognitive and related developmental disabilities from “birth to death.” 
 
Since its inception The Arc has subscribed to the philosophy that it is better to obtain that provide services, yet 
early in The Arc of Benton County’s history it became clear that some services must first be provided to 
demonstrate their feasibility, and then “spun off.” Over its long history The Arc of Benton County has directly 
operated or been the catalyst for: 
 

• A school for students who were then termed “trainable mentally retarded” from 1960 to 1969 when HB 
217 passed and the Corvallis School District assumed the responsibility for schooling. The school operated 
first in the Presbyterian Church and then the Episcopal Church with three classrooms. 

• A preschool and parent training program for infant – school age children based at the Congregational 
Church. The school district later assumed responsibility for the preschool program and Benton County 
Mental Health for the parent training program. 

• A sheltered workshop committee that provided the ground work for the establishment of a separate non-
profit corporation, Open Door, Inc. in the mid 1960’s. Altrusa, a service club, assisted financially and Open 
Door, Inc. opened with a “card table and a pair of scissors” in an office over the old Benton County Health 
Department. 

• A work activity center that opened in 1969 with a federal staffing grant which was initially housed in the 
old clubhouse in Avery Park. The Arc of Benton County operated the activity center program for a number 
of years prior to “spinning it off” to a new non-profit corporation in 1978, Bonnie Enterprises, Inc. 

• A residential committee that provided groundwork to establish a new corporation, Housing for the 
Handicapped, Inc. (now Home Life, Inc.) in 1972. The first home served twelve residents on NW 27th and 
was staffed by houseparents. Funding for a skill trainer was obtained from federal Developmental 
Disability Act funds. 

• At the request of The Benton County Developmental Disabilities Office and MHDDSD, The Arc of Benton 
County became a contracted residential provider with the opening of a five-bed home on 17th street in 
1985. This contract expanded to include five residential sites, a supported living program, a semi-
independent living program, and alternatives to employment program. In February of 1997, The Arc of 
Benton County also assumed a contractual relationship with Lincoln County to operate three residential 
homes, a vocational program, and a supported living/semi-independent living program.  In July of 1997 
The Arc of Benton County began the process of “spinning off” the Benton and Lincoln County contracted 
services to a new corporation established by The Arc of Benton County – Benco, Inc. 

• Established a private pay residential program to alleviate parental concerns regarding the wait list for 
services. The Transition Apartment Program was developed in cooperation with the 509J School District. 
The program provided training in independent living skills to students aged 18-25 to assist them in 
transitioning to their own home or apartment. Some participants have successfully moved, but it became 



evident that others would still need some level of support to live successfully on their own, thus Access 
Corvallis was developed. In collaboration with Benton County Habitat for Humanity, two homes and a 
duplex were built on NW Dream Place and now provide housing, with some staff support, to individuals 
with developmental disabilities. Parents and residents contribute to the support costs and The Arc of 
Benton County has subsidized both programs from its fundraising efforts. 

 
In addition to the above “basic services” i.e. schooling, vocational, and residential services, The Arc of Benton 
County also provides several “ancillary” services to meet the needs of persons with developmental disabilities and 
their families. They include: 
 

• A socialization program for older teens and adults that utilizes community sites and events. It provides a 
wide range of social and recreational activities. Also, an Adult Leisure Program that organizes 
transportation and staffing for community-based recreational activities. These may include outings to 
local restaurants, movies, special events, concerts, the coast, or picnics. These programs form The Arc 
Recreation Guild. 

• ArtFocus and Poetry Class have successfully engaged the interests and talents of approximately 50 teens 
and adults with I/DD. The creative enthusiasm sparked by ArtFocus led to Art Careers, which has now 
been replaced with Crafty Hour and art sales in the InSight Art Gallery located inside The Arc Thrift Store 
in Corvallis. 

• The Equitopia Adaptive/Therapeutic Horseback Riding program offered physical and mental benefits to 
individuals with disabilities. This program is no longer operating. 

• The Oregon Family Support Network(OFSN) is a monthly gathering of parents of elementary aged 
children helping each other meet the emerging challenges presented by children with developmental 
disabilities. This is done in collaboration with the Benton County Developmental Disabilities Office. In 
2017, The Arc  acquired a group from OFSN called Young Adult Connect (Y.A.C.), which holds a game 
night once a month. 

• In 2016, The Arc received seed money from the Collins Foundation to initiate an Employment Training 
Program inside our thrift store in Corvallis.  Participants can gain transferable employment skills to help 
them compete in the job market. We now fully subsidize this program. 

• The Arc of Benton County responds to request for financial assistance from individuals and their families, 
case managers, and other providers. Requests for assistance obtaining dentistry, covering funeral 
expenses, sharing the cost of a wheel chair, building a needed ramp, providing mini-respite vacations at 
donor motels are examples of the individualized services provided by The Arc of Benton County. 
Individuals and providers may seek clothing and household goods from our resale stores at minimal or 
no charge. 

 
Covering nearly 85% of our operating budget, The Arc operate two thrift stores, The Arc Thrift Store and Donation 
Center in Corvallis and The Arc Thrift Store and Donation Center in Philomath, accepting donations of household 
goods and clothing from the community. The Arc InSight Gallery features consigned art for sale created by 
individuals with disabilities. The Arc of Benton County used to run a Bingo Hall in Springfield, with the collaboration 
of The Arc of Lane County, but was forced to close this operation in 2009.  Membership dues, donations, grants, 
property ownership, and an endowment-type fund keep fees to users of The Arc programs as modest as possible. 
 
In collaboration with many agencies and individuals, The Arc of Benton County advocates for needed residential 
and vocational services in our state, and to get support for families caring for family members with developmental 
disabilities. Their support systems often face serious challenges.  As part of the nation’s largest advocacy 
organization, we have a strong voice at the state capitol, advocating for continued services, protection of rights 
and fair wages for those who work in the field. 
 
The Arc of Benton County has been a strong force in enriching the lives of many people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities since 1958. We are confident that with all of our efforts, we will continue to be the 
same for generations to come. 


